One 4y at Tabols i sat o & 4riftwood log

with the of the Chinook ¥ind 1b &y fa

run

1 1ttene

to the soreeching of the gulls, o the boor, suck and drew
of the Pacific Usean as its currente strove for barmony with

those of the mouth of the €uinault iver; then it wae that

Ky epirit sesmed to lesve my being, to soar high above the
mountaineide green, igh above the riv

Olyzpie wountains, the river lemgth, the old burial eight
on the opposite bemk, the great roske out in the Goean.

Thon L heard a voloe spesk to my spirit,’I show you y land
and ny people. I ax Hicagwa'ts, the Eighty Eunter of whsle
e

al. 1 ax he who "talks to the world. I sx he who
telle the worla whst i want. In the old days i sougnt the
Belp of ®he world'for myself in hunting, but now i speak
to the world for he

1p of uy people wao I love. 1
speak but ax not heard. They have forgotten the old

The daye of sizple dignity of soul amd livizg. Thos
ays were 1n the tizes of our forefathers wher & ohild

borz papoe

Part this plea has slweye been snewered for us

Clizate bes slueye been one of heavy wars reins that keep verdemt
our foreste of bougles £1r and herlcok and sprucs and keep
Prolifis the seluon rurs of Seckeye and Slusback Selzon. To
zattatn 1170 b

mever been & great problex for us ss the

greet Biver of tridel 1ife bae slmye been literally toeaty
ite zouth

Sk ot eety

lron, but halibut, cod, flourder, sea bes

14 80le; with trout plentiful in the Uresks, apd olaze & few

Eiles ewsy at Oyhut snd Gopalie, there were slwaye a goodly



supply of smcked fish and dried oleme hanging over our fires.
ture, we, an u people

e to this benevolence on the part of
have never had to suir ourselves very much in the eearoh for
ol
\8 riokness of life that

war Kiver hae held for

food.
%o use mueh

that we have not had
along. EAXX Uur Kiver has alweys bost the center
e build our houses faoing the Kive

tnventive ability to get

our
nd_hou:
trival 1ife. we\uend ing.

our nete on its bamke; with each tids the ohanging currente
& topto for conversation, for all interested
Gur River te our great source

in the Biver m
in fiening, and who 1s mot?
of food, for we are firet and alwaye salton eatere, and even
todsy our people are cereful ne our ancestors wers osreful,to
Shrow the gut and hesd of the ealmon back into the Kiver that
the epirit of the salion will bring into being & new whole fish.
Then, s now, the great run of epring selmon
rvb or pril, and resched ite height in May
One wonth befors

bogan in lete

g awindled on until late

June or July.
the run began everyome wae netively emgeged getting poste

18 boughs for the oonstruction of the weirs, whi oh were the
o men worked dsy

ohist weeme employed 1in taking the fish,
and nigat to get the trap in readimel

time that the f1ish were rumning the men virtuslly lived at
the shore, given to the

then, during the

the woir, The fish were taker to

women, who dresced then end hurg them over the contimually
1f an tneurfiotont rumber of

would be teken to

burning fires in the houe
ealzon were teken at this tize, care
outoh ae many Blask, Stlver, and log saluon , s possidle,

during their rup Guring ugust and Septenber. me used
4 the ealuon would fight their way
-River

several kinde of met:
MMAEXGGR through the powerful currents, st the Ccea:




EGuth, they were cavgat in 8rift nete, by harposm, in

41p Dete, that some of &y people etill use, by exterding
ther frox cazoes or by rurnizg alomg the Kivers edge with the
Bet held by tte long fir hane

Other fieh such

Baltbut,

Tlounder, esa base were taken by a line mads of

dried and twisted stems of kelp, fasten

Rogether, with o
Book made of a eiraight piece of boze with a fork on ome wnd.
o ent

the great schools of herring that aypeared svery
sunzer we ussa & Lerring ruks exterded from tne csnoe,

Bvery year, betwcer the opring and Fall
salmon rure, ey farily ard mary other faxiliee would leave
the afver for tie eumcr to dig olame at Cyhut and Copalis.
Although tile irip wee s metter of orly @ fow mides, and in

tize today, 1t can be messured by mimetes,still for us it woe

2 day’s trevel and ar eccasion of importance.alwye, th

were & grest variety of sotivitiee open to uE, ar svery

femily needed & year s wupply of bark, grase snd roote for the

making of buckete and clothivg. svery fanily nesdad varisnte
ekleberrioe
berrise  go

for the winter 4iat euon e

salzorbe ries,

and eatble roote suon 14 forn coot, and these

we gathered. Ihe older eone snd fathere wouls rake tripe to the

< and deer. By obtaintng an atequate eupply

4 meat end berriee we could live for thrae or

four monthe of the winter in corparative idlemeee;

orz ing
euch tacke ae the weaving o blamkete from rabbit ekin, or the

fur of wooly doge, or from the skin of ducks, waich were cut
into etripe and woven. it wae during toe wintertins aleo,

that we carved out cur dfen

Plattere, boxes and spoone from
the vine maple, the outer bark of the herlock smd alder. e

ade the haral

for our boxes from slender cedsr bougn, waich

we twisted ropelike.



burtng.

wintertize leisurs, fathers often
nsde bows and arrowe for themgelves and for their young soms.

The bows were mide of young waite cedar, or Of yew or vine-

were xade of cedar or kioxasizal with bone

were mage of

the quivers 1n waich we kept our arcol

& eingle skin of wolf or wildoat. Uften on & winters svening.

whtle storts

were being 010  few men would be whiSeling
Padiles for tieir canose. w6 Eads different types of padiles
for tae attferont types of travel, oanen, river or ordinary
travel. Un thess winter everings around the ire the grencrotners
Would tell skores to tas onildren ueing oats oradle figures.
Aow azy of our pecple today of wuoh siEple, wholesome weye
of entortatning thenselvest

In the wintertise we spent a grest bime in the
aarving of our oanoss fron the tall rea cedar. Aleo, we carefully

wended our oedar oanoer when mecsmt

vy by arflling o patr of
asivs along tae split and p

ing and tieing oedar 1izb withes
oF Xoot through them. Then we made the @eare watertight by
smearing pltoh over the former break. in the old daya we were
0t & wasteful pocple, we ended things as they beoame broken end
We took care of the food that nature bestowed o us.

Nicagwa'ta eighed,” Porhape & ax rememborivg too
kuch. ihince and peopls, both have changed so. We lived 1n
Lergs, olean hou

s eoofal prestige sitended & lirgs house.
Usually four or eix famtlie 1ived fn ome houee, in & demcoractic
woy. saoh famtly Baving ite own hesih, for wermih, for cooking
for the drying of saluom ond meab. bus of oourse the villuge

ious
ohief owned the largest houee. it wae to hie) PLALforw that the

other men of the tribe came at daybreak., Alwsys, 1t wes to hie

house that the villagere would be summoned for advieenent or




aduontsmxent. But cur eaief mever comanded us to do apything.
wienever s mew house was meeded, the wacle village

turned out to help build 1t. 4o ome exvected to be patd, bat

of oouree sveryome wes fed. e carefully

with plotures of the guardisn spirits of the cwners of the ho
inetde the hou

& sleeping platfore sxtended around the four sides .

4 Wide shelf wae suspended thres feet be

w the caves of the
Bouse where the dried £ish ond meat were stored. in the fromt of the
house & plank pletfors with a plank eeat wee built where the

nen would gasher to disoues looal happeringe snd to ‘eit ord

watoh the earth'Tate platfors was alec a daytizs work aces.
although we kept fires busnizs - ]
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