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: amnette Lentog.

That the lact shall be fires and the first

1ast, 18 trus 1n the history of art, as the great xodero m irtere

are striving for the ultimate spirit of freedom amd truth
88 16 was exprecsed 20,000 yesrs sgo in cave srt.

Pertly becauss of tais new interest and
8leo becaues of pride 1in man's heritege the subjest mstter
of the "lascaux Cave Paintirgs is of importance not only to
the art world but also to the aversge man of intelligence.
4leo, 1n these daye of suming up whet we term oivilization,
and the grest effort thet is beirg made to see the roed, if
any, thet 1ies aheed for man, 1% 1s mecesssry firet to

wiere hie

100k back ard see the way he has travelled befor

intereets, hie deeires, his drcars lay. The beginning of this

great ohroniole 1s found in eave art which was the first

written indiostion of man's b1d to oontrol his ervironment.

The publishing of tats work is truly a

milestone resohed in the fic1d of art books and oredit

rofessor 8t the

Zust be given to fe bbe Hemrd Breuil,
College Do Framce, Parts, wio preveiled upon the art
eritis, Fernand Windels to producs 1t with the cooperation

of uts thres able collaborators. Iife 1 the first



time that actual photographs of cave art have been
Publishedtn & volume. There are 160 moncobrome
Photographs ezd <ight plates in color. However,the
aolor-plates are so fime and convey meh intereity

that 1% made this oritio wish that all the photographs

wers 1in color. Cutstending 1o this book 1d the great

dotail wita waioh the

00t matter of the cave 1teelf
18 handle

the geology, teohnigue, goologieal olaseifieation
of Lascaux fauna and a chapter on the evolution of styles
1o the

ve art of prenistoris westers Furope all add uwp to a

full plosure of the subject.
It 18 pointed out that although Lesceux exhidits most of

what are recognised ss the sigre of Gl

paleclitate
religiiue sence, antmsle pierced with dsrts, pregrant femafes
and geomentical desigra - all of waieu have beem found

in other oavs art, hers, thers 1is hroduced eomplets compo-

S1tiome m the frisse of glant bulle, herd of deer
awizutng; these were painted not at random but cheying an
equilibrion of a sort wiish dlsccrosrte the rind tzmared

11ke ours to eyEmetry and perepective. At tizes the
Posturs of the anizal wee adapted to the irregularity of th

rook’

surface thereby giving a third dizensional

effect. When this prinoiple is usea todsy by am artist

16 1e considered vastly olever.
¥hen reading this book ome has the feeling of
botng right st the cave, dtscoverizg it wWith the two

szall boys on September 12th, 1940 who sturbled onto it



With their vemturesore l1ttle dog who wrigsled his
way through the sxall opening in ine platesn emd
urged on s friends to follow. There they found
%y of & tizeless sanctuary,

sournded by the silence of the sges. Ths osve i
ble w

tramcs has ves. imacoe:

11 preserved becsuse the

b1l recent tize. To be the first to see smen a sight
10 & tals thess two boye will mever tire of telling,
howsver by reading the book, the sstual flavor of the

experience is tasted. by the reader.

Althougn mo serious exeavation has yet
oarvings

beon ungertaken at lessaux, small flimt tool
ond engravings on bone, fivory and stoms have been
found under searfely an inch of clay. When excavation i

finally underteken st lessaux , ths findings should

s o e
e s e
pIAN Y e e

fron memory by the dim 1ight of & toroh or & wiok fed

by melting fat. Ever so, these pristine works of art
embody such simple beauty that the superiority of spirit over
mundens obstacles s shown. Hers, thers are mo strugsling



artistio astexpte displayed. of the artiste

wes fus o thetr great knowledge of their subjedts and

oce

the faot that art wes an integrel part of their live
Tate book ehould be resd by a1l who
believe in the soul-dignity of men as it 1s & filbing

teibute to the all-tize greatness of the wild, the

busble, the true zan.
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