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Tnno sroip of ptans i the Usited States s there such an fn-
acpareble mineline of mytclosy & art th the everyday lives of

the 3eople, as cen be foun: anons theckeibes of the Northwest
Goast, of weich the Bella Cola ta o $kber.

From the carly ceya of 1fer shen e encestrel neme L ghven, witt
dcath comes, woen & totem pole or srave post may be erected, saeh
fey has been Fil1ed with acta and sownds of spiritiel commotation;
“ach Guy the eyes have geged on myths carved in alier and cecers
The Bella Cosla wio itve on the misty ocean front st the foothills

of mighty snov-cagpes peaks Lave stmosphers thet sonfures s the
presence of supernatural beings with facility, The Sells Gools
believe that these belngs abound in the ountains and forests

, wat
they sovern every astivity of himan 1ife; they inclule sonsters of
the tnsgination as well as birds, anissls and fish; sometises

even the acdhvitics of the hman mint are considcred in the reals
of the mupermatral. Ansient storfes telling of stranse beinss,
conversations Setweon sen and anisdls are asepted as truthtul
secoints, so tiat 1t seems obvious to the Bella Gocla that the
anccators had greater me-fcine than tolay's members,

These aupernataral betngs, which were represented sysbolically en
totem polesss were not cbjects of worsnis] as the Sella Cocls
scarsely imew any fors of wersiip, but the poles and sysbols there

on were held sacred for thefr fasily myth implicstionss
Altho carving 1teelf 1s an snetent custos ssong these people, the
ercstion of totem poles is not. The first kmom servings of any
sistlerity were in Kouse-front snd house-corner posts that were seen
standing s 1760, Sometime arter tals, fotem poles were waed,.and

& wey of dteplaying onels

by 1650 they had atiatned crent fasnton
o poser an crests, st the seme time comorating the deads These
memortals vere eysbols of socisl standing, schievesent and the out-
standing aymbol of identity end rarkj the sreater the resk the
hieher the pole anc the more elaborately decorsteds Nost Beila
Gaola poles were only abost 15 to 30 fest in helsht, althoush many

fanilies had perogatives entitling them to construot lofty polisy



ueh as used by the Helda, such polea however, were never comsons
Teking into accouat the grest material bstacies present, the

achtevon nte of the Belle Coola and their nedchborsyhave been

trementons, In the beginning they were provided only with tools ar

stone and untempered sopver, vet they Built graceful canoes, made water

t1ght boxes, hewed plarks from midty cidars and exocted large houses

which called for coneideratle enginering sKill.
Tuo aspeots of estatic axctionithe pleasuse of oresting,’ the oy

in the contemplation of beautiful forms wers subjugated, as the

Gbjeot wes primarily to tell a story in wod as rashically

posabie
and revesd the intrinsie charaster of Hhings

Tood, the most versatile of ll materisls used by priritive man
15 8t the same tine a liniting matertsl in that objests carved from
1t are aibiect to the dimenaions of the tree iteelf.’ However, in
thte plastio art, as emsloved by the Bella Gocla, & more happy Hediua
for expreasion covld not have been found slaswnores the carving of
oreatures and apirits, one on_the other, that pecr through the
ossan miats spesicing of ‘ays of great power, are in posttional har-
sony with the Bella Goola belief in the five worlds, one above the
other; fue middle one betng cur omn world karth.InSella Goola axt,
e 6681 10 %o represent complotoly the sncestral sysbol or antnel;
that 1o, with Soth sldes of an asinal in prorile, intemal as well as
external, 1¢ possible] for @t purpose, carving in the Tound tn
wood s Sdeal. here is unity,rhytim and balance n these carvings

Whteh taper-----expand often with wings and finally prectically
asntaten at the apex.

e carver of the toten pole vas generally of the same sncesteal
ety as that of the Geceasea’ wiome memory was to be honoreds It
the fastly contained no csrver of perticular talent, one would be
obtained elnewhere, with tho appointed ansestral relative "standing
over nia' snd taing the oredit for the carving s well. Tes
servers sougnt fnspiration fn nature while keo-ing withinthe bounds
of anolent stylieiie teshnique. A comblnation of realism and
Gecorative treatment, strons fasial expression and the amising
contortions which are chaxasteristio of the race,falong with effestive



realism found in the trestacnt of bird, spirit-sonsters and the
human figure, The carver stens to his instingtethereby freely
expressing himself in terms that belong to hs pecple as & whole,
As the Bella Coola farl strongly that & child is born into the

ocapantonahip of its de

The arts thenselves were created by supernstural beinga: The
Balla Coola say when carving a design, that ammasalenix gives them
the 1dea which they are working out. Nasmasalanix s & collesiive
neme for the four brothers of Senx who carry out the thoushts of
Senx. The brotiers live in an elevated room in the House of Npths
ant are engaced in carving and patnting, It 1s said that they
taught men to build oanoes, to make boxes, b0 build houses,sad to
oarve 1n wood and also to patnt.? Spixptisem, the dmughter of Senx
invented the art of working cedsr. Her Figure s used in the Fustut
eremontal fnwhich the tnvention of the prevaration of cedar-bark
1 represented.” Raven sent down ¥ the Earth by Serx also invented

sertatn arts, one or which is the salson-trap used in consetion
With e selnon-veir) aleo, the whistle for winter cerescnials 1s
2

credited to the tnventiveness of Faven.

for turntng out & fize sask Of & new desion Tabher than for Tigtd
® 1n carving these masks, the attespt te

adherence to & fomer type
made to record not only the spirit represented, but even more, the

feeling of mystery, fear and ssazememt cngendered by the thoughts and
decds of the supematirel one.ss These masks wers used in the
oeremontal dances which took place within large houses only
tnated by & flickering central fire, wiich factilitated
* the atvintics,

parttanly 111

aeception ant confuring tricks. The masks Tepres

s in the case of Selssts, who lives 1n the osesn and twice daily

1t forth agatn, ceustng the

avallons the water of the sea and ives

g

& mask representing this being appesrs in the Kustut cerescrisl



where e 1s shown

& hunen boing, the face of shich 1a patnted
VAth white stripes wiich eysbelise the varicus levels of the seas

e very painty used in decorating the body and for pertreying
Aessna on wiod, vas obtatned from & Yind of Tosk fourd nexr the hesd
Of & croek entering the Bella ool from the Soth pesr Szt
Fragments of the red atone were bokled wth hot rocks which acticn
puvertzes the fragments ena B rere then mixed vith codur-bark
nd salmon roe that hed been w.am red coloring of this paimt
s 1n cvidence st wedcings where Beralds smeared their faces vith
16 e pests sintlerly tnted tnesselves, Por meh occasions

of undye

aotlare, wrtatiots an anile cntar Sark vere vorm with
asored cagle-dom.Mhen & peracn has clec Ba face Lo painted with
the 7ot patat, Bis boty faatened suto the lover branahes of & tree s
or placed in & 1ittle hou lerton 1o set on posts, sbove the lewel
of the grousd. s nasks are turmt, His crest 1s carved on &
ahovs how sany sanoes, soppare, Beasdres

memordal column which

and_slaves he has given awey at potlatohes

‘The Bella Coola were as avid in their portrayals of vm-‘n
songe vere requtren
every yoar, the ceresonial singers frequently sade use of fragaeate
of 016 tunes or mmatahes frvm Balf-forgotten sengs, But they ere
Tiétouled as tneffestent A7 the plagierim vas too cbvious: Toese

dong and dance’as they were in carvings, A

tunen were rehearsed long in sdvance, Wonds were put o the tuses

a8 used by varriara; salsen veirs, hook:
and many other hosehold articles, The effest
of myths a fount even in these obects. o AW e beaver head on

caoking uteneils, spocn

It 10 the stamp of indiviual men on nature that




There a poetry in a people wio belleve in the oreation myth
that the great spirit Senx oreates the human baby or anieal beby,
aenta 1t to Kxexcknes, who eives 16 iniividiel featurss, from where

4 1o teken by the female spirit Mexjemslssix who places it n &

o voak, the beny 1e sent
o by Senx to our o714 to be borm.”

here S sreat beasty i a peosle who et lelmre tell encestral
Sales ni 41uatrate those with Saprospt string figwres of the
betnze snveiveds

eragic ana rocks 183 when she cease

Thore 10 £rost wiadon in & people weo atiempt to draw sustonance
fxom the ivine properties of Hature, mo matter by what mame these
propertics are known,

A people axe Tost w0 wean themaclves

11 away from the Lice-giving elomentss Trose are lost

.y from and attempt
to e
who canaot Learn from the mistakes of the pasts istaxer made in

rezexd o their om welfare as well as the welfere of others. It
Ls true that these last will cestroy tiemseives and that the meek,

Sushed out to the wmanted ections of the world, shall inherit

the oarths

Fas



PoeniTe
I “se11a cooa bersen
t be born 1n the

et the carpenters carve out the ehld

acme compldeated obects
B>  1n adsstion the maske rrom certain corescntals were

burned arter betng used so that there was a loss of

persanent patterns, consequently sany Bella Gocla experiend
a1fieulty in recogaising the portreyed wipernat el beings

D3 Tess objects are patnted or carved on the ocluma.

G A Gonth caromtare prepare an tuttasion body wai
'of rags on @ light fremsvork ani  wooden representation
of the &

ed oreats Tt latier figure comes throush
e roof and carries aloft, wth the hooks in Sta fest, Hie
inttation coros

. Very often tate emsnstrad apsbod S0

Breparve Guring the 14fatine et & slose relative s b6l
-

7 e st b s o betin s o st ben
about two feet lons, wiieh was Pourded on the floor in timd
445 11e singing, The other mstesl inatrusent s the
drom ien eoneteted of & box or skin trume

the Garrier Inatanes
Jbb 1418 tntaresting to dog lovers o note that the

D7 et tatact vy the nemembrancer,
f oo ta 50 myh tn the nive werkd et 10wt
oupteated asons the =t of the Nertheest Const Inéians
s

st other Indtans of the

X

1 Bella Goola Todtans HoIlwratth
3 Boas.

Barbeas
Bous

4 General Antnropolony

way that & humin orertesan nanufesfur



	MS_2019_01_0563a
	MS_2019_01_0563b
	MS_2019_01_0563c
	MS_2019_01_0563d
	MS_2019_01_0563e
	MS_2019_01_0563f

